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he dr_',-cir:u.n presents three Goodyears just bt
distina I.t::l.a[r.l[ @ tyTe. Therc’s ke Micheling in the
2 big stop from over 100mph tw dry, hut it's close
30mph - a good test for smability
und longitudinal grip. Then
there's o long, constant-radines
lefi-hander, handy for accessing outright
grip in a stzady state and measuring peak
|ateral g. But the most revealing component
is & series of upposing corners, cach
fullowing on directly from the one before,
and each one increasingly tight in radivs,
At this point the track is narmow, as is the
matgin for error, making it not only a test
of grip and ransient response, but also
adjustability and forgiveness.
Aswith the Ford, the extremes of
behaviowr duough this section of the lap are
set by the secure Continenmls and the fast
and loase Pircllls (in this case P Zero Netos).
The Sport Contact 3s are faithful and easy to
drive, the balance consistently placed at the
eentre of the rar, and the feedback strong.
Elsewhere on the lap, there is a tnuch
mare understeer through longer comers
und although the grip level is ultimately
lower than some others, the lap time isan
impressive thind quickest.
The nervousness experienced in the
Pirelli-shod Ford is amplified when the 4
drive e directed to the rear wheels, henee
angther slow lap time. Despite a crisp
turn-in and strong braking performance,
the steep fall-offin grip males it difficult
to produse consistent lap times, the testing
triple-transition bends causing the Pirellis
big problems. The regr ryres seem unable
stahilise adequately after & direction change
hifinre the next cornier arrives, calling for
cormmective steering. The Pirellis are also
the only tyres to shown signs of degrading
performance here.
Sitting between the aforementioned
rubber, in behaviour terms ifnot pace, are
the Bridgestones, which again
zeove highly for subjective feel,
halance and adjustabilit:, They
prove predictable and exploitable
through the S-bends but ultimately
are unable to produce such an
impressive lap time in our rear-
drivee Mercedes,
The fight for top honours is

oo

between Goodyear and Michelin, 0 I
the latter providing the best -
hﬁ:;ﬂd g}lrip ﬁ:lll;:r I'_'[ll'l‘ll::"jil'lh' The hat of tricks winm
ar ngl, an tter steering R
feel. But, as with the frant-wheel Supoliog e cata ’ : -
drive test, they prove slightly dry and . . Ot T TTTEIIR i | -
clinienl in approach, missing the perfect outright dry grip than any other tyreon virst | TEETRINN W -
balance that allows the deft-hondling the Mercodes and suffer more understeer -- E n '
C-class to flow from one apex to the next than the Michelins through steady-state S R
oghton the hmit of its wvailable grip - corners, butit’s through the three S-bends Dry braking |
balance that the Goodyears so perfectly that the (roodyenrs triumph. The C-class is Wy of thee tyre st fac filies wetve bisad hefore
define. The F1 Eagles may produce less at its most newtral here, with jusg the right don't provide 3 dry braking test, kit Contldrom |
I —— degree of slip from the rear ryres possible does, so, aswith the Mondanmeigehided fito |
Drylaptimes | o set the car perfectly for the second pan ser Il ur Epeciatinne e L. They
Hemasowe  w([00)|  0fthe corner. Despite the lack of grip, this WErE i 25 e s i diffErenee I ave age ‘
wntvent | TERHRERRRR1001 w | dependuble exploitability dghtat the limis fhflf;lﬁ-'ﬂn-:-' I:rmTerI[ thﬂwmmr‘-wﬁ
T gives Gondyear the fastest laptime by over A e R et -
ot TRRANERAI I = 0.55ec and the stimmest interval mangin. wher e lry vl i hee et cent. '

b sigriificint diffenence out
i y bt s e BNlcheding, with
the Bridpe g Guodiear dose behind

B ' Compere a Goodyear Lap with Ut of
monprcesmy | |31 T HEFRYNNERBVEREREC:) Ho = b Pirelli and through the triple §-bend the
| et TR R R0 e | Pirelli needs 10 drop Smph betareen the first Thatadl A4 TR by liraeatd Pt st s
- s & and second apex, wherens the Goodyear ' ;” wo i s -.II.. : 5
| S - 3l S leasiess Jess than Imph. 2 turthef to o) han the winningMichelin. |



Pirellis smph slower
through S-bends

Inthe dr'fﬂlﬂ uunlnp Direzza track tyre was mu:h nu;dmrﬂmlh
cornérs than any of the other tyres, in many cases needing a higher
gear. Through the two fast 5-bends the difference wis about
7mph. Foracut slick It alse provided reasonable performance
whaen cold, though obviously prip Improves radically with heat. it
was equally impressive undcr braking, stepplng anaverage 2.6m
shorter than the test-toppiitg Michelin,

Inthe wet it performed amazingly well. So long as thers sasno

‘The Nervousness experienCed iN [ ou it

faster thanon the regular Bridgestones. Howaver, the Mondes

th'e P".E”l_shod F{}rd = ampllﬁEd would go into instant and dramatic understeer if thers was lou

much water underfoot; keep this tyre away from poddis But

ln th[S I'E&I'-WheE]-drwe ME?'C overall It was brilliant fun.
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1 car manufaciurers are under constant
e b0 reduce road tyre naise, despite the
titie best road tyres already generate

r lIEITIu-'E Wlsu thamat Eadlesr

Latest C-classis a
aps payslaritscla fine-handling car,
ming performance, il for tyra testing
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& used the Michelin asthe
control tyre for the wet-
Weather rear-drive test,
and altheugh subjectvely
ftwas in many ways our
firvaurite tyre, in the

end it lost out 1o the Goodyear. But then it

is some tyre, the latest Fagle F1, and inthe

end it doesn't matter whether it's fitted toa

renr-awhesl-drive Mercedes (350 or a Ford

Mondeo, Quality in this instance will out,

For starters it made the Mercedes C350
fieel musch mone akert during murn-in,
providing hite and grip mid-comer that
simply wasn't there on the Bridgestone or,
warse still, the Pirelli. And it was a similar
story ender healdng. With the Goodyear
firted, thie C350 could be braked at least five
metres later into both the hairpins than it
coudd on any other tyre, having atined 2
slightly higher speed along the previous
strmight due to the improvement in traction.

Look at the lap times if vou need the
most obvicus evidence, With the Pirelli
firted we couldn’t get the C350 around the
wet handling lap in anything better than
83.9sec, and the grouping of the lap timies
themselves was not espectally consistent — a
crucial indication that a tyre isn't delivering
undeviating grip, which therelore medns
you simply make more mismies while
driving on it. But even with the Bridgestane
fittad [subjectively the least impressive
tyreon the Mercedes, and easily the lenst
enngistent aguinst the stopwateh) it was
possible to lap over half s second fester than
with the Pirclli

Puta set of Goodyenrs on, however, and
It was like attaching a surbocharges wo the
Merc's engine. On average the lap time
wii L8see fuster than on any other tyre,
and remembser this is a frty short lap. If
you were (o try to find 1.8sec merely by
incrensing horsepower you'd need w find a
oo S0Bhp, And that wourdd cost you rather
maore than the difference in price between a
setof ariginal equipment tyres and a setof
Goodyear Eagles.

S0 where did that lesve the Continental
in its own back yard? Purely in terms of
results its performance was middling to
decent, which in lsellvwas quite & surprise,
We expected more from this tyre in terms
af raw results, On the Contis the C350 was
approximately half a second fister than
it was on the Michelins and fractionally
slower than itwas on the Bridgesiones,

Yiet subjectively the Conti was a really mce
tyre todrive on around the wet handling
ircuit, femturing good, oonsistent response
during rum-in, lots of predictable grip
under braking and no sharp edgesin its
performance during break-away.

Itwasn't the gripphest tyre outright but
the C350 felr almost ss manageable near
the limir on the Contis as it did on the
Goodyears, and actually felt less spikey
wd bt et sondad-curme U v e
Michelins and Bridgestones. So while the
Continentals didn't do as well as expected,
we liked how the C350 felton them,

Bor not as mich a8 we lked iton
the CGnndyears, whirh suhjectively and
objectively (against the clock, in ather
woreds ) wion this particular test at linde
ERNAE I.IHIH Ol

The Eagle FIs reigned
suprame in the wet

Wet [ap times
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To perform well inwet braking anre hsio
rave lots of crost-tles pdsep iR e n O
| through e warer, TINSD a0 STt ke the
1 T ol e Dl ok W ISR MRS Talnid e
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| the dridgestons prowed dally Ule st ot wel
S35, Stonping oees a metre
shories Phoan the ssCnnb-pacss Pl inthe

235 siw o Tirdhesd kat

oufc] v That
Flemimisgs U Ll pedd ¢ coppeuands.



ITSALLUNDERCONTROL

Toensure that the tyres supplied for testingare representative of
those an sale to the public, we chose one manufacturer In each
tyrasize to be subjectsd to a contral test. This year the twonames
out of the hat were Bridpestone for the 225/45 size (Mercedes) and
Continental for the 235/45 (Ford). So we obtained foursamples
gach of the Potenza REDS0A and ContiSportContact 3froma
normal UK retall outlet, carried them with u= to Germany and
comparad them with the tyres that had been supplied. We used
the wet braking test for this as |t is highly sensitive toany
differences in compound. in both cases we were convinced that
the supplied tyres were representative of those you can buy,

etof Goodyeals

‘Wheel nut gun’ man
asked for a raise
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ightaguaplaning
atyre runs through standing water at
@ b0 evacuate water from the
e wufficiently queckly to

alil Loeiact writh the road. As -

pth increase, thaugh, the smaunt

s removing becomes too mach. The
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Aguaplaningin a curve

Diffarent tread desipn is resded if A tyre

e ellective a shifting water while traveli
straight and ia corners. Infact, it's not unusual
to find a tyre with excellent parformance inona
distipline and very poor performanteinthe
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Go for the Contis il
aguaplaning is your
warst nightmare

too, although this

e their differences are
rate them,
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FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE
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Verdict

A narrawwictary far Goodyear's Eagle Fl Asymmetric, Bulthe Michedis Pllot
Spori s dry road king, if that matters mast, Blgees! surpilse compared with
the rear-whee! drive test is the performance of the Bridgesinns Patenza

REQS0A, which stars there but here only narmow|y begiers the wosfol Pirel.

REAR-WHEEL DRIVE

Goodysar
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Verdict

oc:dyear wirs again, this nme pressed by the inconssstent Bidgastone,
Once more the Michedin impressss in tha dry Bul ned [ivths wet, For best
aquapiaring performance kook no further 1Hlsen the Cantl, ot in the other
disciplines it's average. Pirelli fares better Dut agas sl i fizla

‘We're confident that the differences in tyre performance

will be carried over to other sizes and a wide range or cars

oodyenr’s Eagle F1 Asymmistric

wins bath our tests, but only just.

It is run very close by the Michelin

Tilot Sport in the 235 (Monden)
sige, and pretiy close by the Brid gestone
Potenza REOSOA in the 225 (C350) size.
Just as consistently, Pirelll tnkey the wooden
spoon in both tests, although the P-Zero
Rosso in the 235 size fres muchworse than
the Zero Neroin the 225 gize,

Elsewhere the tyres’ performanee is not

quite so consistent across the fwo sizes,
principally because the Bridgestone, having
pushed the Goodyear so hard in the 225
test, cily just beats the wailing Pirelli in the
235 ez, The Potenza’s variability becomes
even more marked when you look at some
ofthe individual wst disciplines, It wing
thewet braking vest in 235 guise but comes
last as n 225, and it brings vp the rear in
the 235 aquaplaning in a cupve test while
bearing both the Michelin and Pirelliin the
225 size. The large difference inwet bralong

#

Bridgesione's Potenza m
produced some pretty ==
Inconsistent results

differences w'seRlind wilthe carried o
m-.dtlermuqmnuuﬁm Bt of citrs.
I you wini a, oo | nd performe

aither [lem.d';ﬂr(rlhtﬁ!lu.ha:lm

performanee cannal have mnvthing todo
with the Ford being froncwhesl drive and
the Mercedes rear-wheel drive becanse this
testwas conducted using the same Audi
A4 in both cases. With the exception of this would be an exeellentehiolcs, with the
odd behaviour from the Bridgestone, the ContiSportContact S mol far behind. Bu
carrelation between each tyre's performance you dsaally deive o dies e, Michelin
in the two sizes and on the two test cars is G chry hoanicdlingz aind diry braking

fairly good, giving us oomfidence that the performmmce should give it the nod. B
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